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One community
To the editor:
After bad things happen... good will follow.
Read on the front page of The Reporter about our local bowling alley being reduced to flames.
Lots of memories, which date back some five decades. Too bad this had to happen. Next to the
picture of the remains of the bowling alley is an article about consolidation. Mayor (Richard)
Holm and Mayor (Mark) Stauber are correct in their thoughts. When you consolidate (in any
manner) a person(s) does lose their independence... your individuality. But as was stated so
very well in the article, we are one community. I for one am happy to see the progress.
Good job gentlemen... may your peers be with you. After all, we are also one Body.
-s- Dave Adamson
Iron River

Time for one superintendent?
To the editor:
The May 18 issue of the Reporter reported on the resignation of Forest Park Superintendent
Tom James, effective July 1. What an ideal time to consider a single Iron County superintendent
of schools instead of a superintendent for each of the two school systems.
I’m unaware of the pay schedule for the superintendents, but I expect it may be in the $100,000
range plus the several perks that go with the position. Substantial monetary savings should be
realized with only one superintendent rather than two, and I daresay the quality of education
would not be reduced since the principals and teachers carry that burden.
Reduced enrollment seems prevalent in the county, a trend that probably will continue. Are two
superintendents needed for several hundred students? In the Farmington School District where
I reside there are three high schools, two in Farmington Hills and one in Farmington, each with
enrollment exceeding 1,200 students. One superintendent supervises the three high schools
plus the middle and elementary schools in the two cities.
All communities in the state are in dire financial straits. Consolidation is the trend. Isn’t it time
for the two cities to seriously discuss this matter?
-s- Ronald LaFountain,
Farmington Hills
IRHS 1943

Attend the meeting
To the editor:
Thank God for freedom of the press where common people can speak out about their
government, like this letter.
Do you remember when “Obama Care” was being proposed and Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid
said, “You have to pass the law to see what is in it.”? Well, we have about the same situation
here on the local level in Mastodon Township with the Planning Commission.
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The commission is planning a public hearing on June 6 to hear public comments on their new
“zoning plan” and a completely rewritten “Zoning Ordinance.” Both issues are illegal according
to state law. Michigan law is very clear; there can be no changes to the Township Zoning
Ordinance until the township has a “master plan” in place so the changes to that ordinance can
be based on the master plan.
A proposed commission’s zoning plan is a small part of a master plan. Per state law, a master
plan has start-up procedures and the commission has done none of them. To date, the
commission has been in existence for about 20 years now, and they have not even started a
master plan.
Developing a master plan is the No. 1 duty of the commission. This new ordinance has 527
new sentences added to the old ordinance. All lake property in the township is having their lot
size systematically reduced without any notification to the property owner and the same with
MUF property. I think the Mastodon Township Planning commission is completely out of hand
and needs to be reined in.
So, please, people of Mastodon Township, go to the public hearing on June 6 at 6 p.m. at the
hall and let the commission know how you feel about all the new restrictions placed on your
property.
-s- Raymond Kudwa
Mastodon Township

Thanks for
your support
To the editor:
The WIC National Honor Society would like to extend its thanks to the community for all those
who participated in the Kids Night Out Fundraiser held on May 7 at the West Iron County High
School. A total of $250 was raised.
The National Honor Society originally voted to donate the proceeds to the Sturgeon House
shelter. However, due to the unstable future and financial instability of the shelter, the proceeds
have been donated to Stambaugh Elementary’s Winter Clothes for Kids Account.
Thank you again for all of your support and participation.
-s- Shannon Penkivech
WIC National Honor Society
-s- Michelle Malmquist
WIC NHS adviser
Iron River

ICCU says ‘thanks’
To the editor:
Twelve years running or should we say 12 years riding. The Iron County Cancer Unit thanks
Dick Boyd for once again making his cross-country bicycle ride to benefit the Iron County
Cancer Unit (ICCU).
The annual radio-thon, in conjunction with Dick’s bike trek, has raised $8,126 from generous
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folks contributing to the Iron County Cancer Unit’s fundraiser. The goal for the 2011 fund-raiser
is $10,000 and the ICCU is asking that those who have not had the opportunity to participate,
please consider donating now.
Remember, all dollars stay in Iron County to benefit patients in Iron County. Contributions can
be mailed to the Iron County Cancer unit, P.O. Box 45, Iron River, MI 49935.
Thank you to those who have already donated to the fundraiser, thank you to WIKB for allowing
the ICCU to have the radio show and, of course, thanks to Dick Boyd.
-s- Jolane Spoke
and ICCU
Board Members
Iron River
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