Ready for summer?
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Are you ready for summer?
Ready or not, it’s ready for you. Here it it, knocking on your front door. Road construction is
already in full swing. The detours for the U.S. 2 project in Iron River are not in place yet, but it
won’t be long.
The leaves are at last fully in bloom. While we still are a bit behind in rainfall, the wildfire danger
seems to be mostly over, Bushes and grasses and trees are a fresh new green. They’re ready
for summer.

This summer follows a strange spring. March featured record warmth in Iron County and much
of the country. April seemed chilly in comparison—actually, it was pretty close to normal, but it’s
all about perceptions. When May was close to normal, we all felt a lot better.
Summer weather? Who can tell? The weather has gone screwy, so anything is possible. It is
what it is. And it’s way too late to lock the climate change barn.
The summer season can be much too short up here, so what can we say right at the very start
of it?
Yes, we want to repeat all the safety things you have heard since you were six years old. Don’t
play with baby bears. Those little black things are ticks—you don’t want them hiking on you. The
water is still too cold for a swim--later this summer, probably. Remember your bug spray.
Remember your sunscreen. Remember your brain—we’ve got nothing against beer, but don’t
do stupid things because of it.
If you’re behind the wheel, you need to focus on driving. Your passengers get to look at the
construction or the construction workers or make phone calls or text about the construction
workers. But since you’re the driver, you’ve got more important things to do.
Our tourism officials spend a lot of time and effort and money to promote this region in general
and Iron County in particular. But each of us has a role we can play, too. We can be volunteer
nice people, welcoming visitors to our area and helping them find what they need.
And we need to enjoy summer, too. It’s here. Let’s get out and make the most of it.
--Peter Nocerini

1/1

