Something to watch
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There’s been a piece of legislation “making the rounds” recently that is not only worrisome, but
somewhat frightening to Michigan’s governmental units.
House Bill 4214 would “repeal the Local Government Fiscal Responsibility Act and create
the ‘Local Government and School District Fiscal Accountability Act,’ which similarly would
provide for the review, management, and control of the financial and other operations of a local
government…or a school district.”

You can look at the complete bill at www.senate.michigan.gov/sfa . You can also view a
segment of Rachel Maddow’s commentary on the issue on YouTube.
Some of the highlights of the bill include allowing the state treasurer to determine if a local
government, or school district, is experiencing “financial stress.”
The governor could authorize a team to review that city, village, township or county’s
finances, and, if found to be in “severe” financial stress, could put that unit of government into
receivership.
Moreover, the governor could appoint an emergency manager who would have the authority
to dissolve the municipal government and recommend reorganization with another municipal
government.
In the case of a school district, the emergency manager could recommend closing schools
and building, and order consolidation with contiguous districts.
And (this is all in the bill)—the emergency manager could exempt local government in
receivership from collective bargaining requirements for five years.
It’s a scary scenario. Whether or not federal law would trump state law in this case is also a
matter of discussion.
But think about it—the governor could send in a “manager” to “fire” all our elected officials?
Would you, as a resident and voter, agree with that?
I don’t think so. I do think we need to let our legislators know how we feel. Now.
--Marian Volek
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