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‘Stand up now and be heard’
To the editor:
The Dickinson-Iron Community Services Agency (DICSA) governing noard has scheduled their
annual reorganization board meeting for Thursday, Jan. 10, at 10 a.m. at the Crystal Lake
Senior Center at Iron Mountain.

Two elected Iron County applicants will be appointed to this governing board to replace the two
who have left due to Iron County election changes.
It would behoove the Senior Citizen site councils of Iron River, Crystal Falls, Alpha and Amasa
and all Iron County senior citizens who have any interest in the meals and benefits of the senior
centers to get behind these elected Iron County applicants who have them and their senior
citizen centers at heart. If you want your centers in Iron County to be equal to the Norway, Iron
Mountain and Kingsford centers in Dickinson County, you will stand up now and be heard.
If not, you should do nothing and quit your complaining when DICSA shuts down your centers,
as they did to Alpha, or cuts back on days of operation, as they did to Iron River and Crystal
Falls.
-s- Gerald McCole
Channing
‘Caspian adds Sunday bingo’
To the editor:
The Caspian Community Center Board of Directors would like to let the residents of our area
and surrounding areas know that bingo is now being offered two nights a week. The days are
Sundays and Thursdays, from 6 until 9 p.m.
The Sunday evening bingo was just recently started, and the board hopes that it can keep this
evening open for those that enjoy coming on that night. It is hoped that there could be a better
attendance so that it will stay open on Sunday night.
Thursday night bingo has been one of our fund-raisers for many years and has helped to keep
the center open for the kids of the area. It is always a struggle to keep the center open because
of high maintenance costs.
The Board of Directors would like to thank those people that come to the center, and our
out-of-town residents, especially those who used to come to the center when they were living
here and over the years have donated to our cause. The building has many memories of days
gone by, and it is still one of our historical sites that has been kept open for generations. We
hope to have another open house during 2013.
Remember—there is bingo night two days a week, and we hope that the community residents
and visitors can enjoy the game nights. Most who come really enjoy coming, and our bingo
director and the board welcome our people.
Donations are always welcome.
-s- Mark Stauber, president; Sheri Stauber, treasurer; Ray Westphal, vice president; Mitzi
McGreaham, secretary; Bonnie Baldwin, Ray Goodhall, Ancella Thurston, Jody Menghini, David

1/3

Readers Viewpoint 1-2-2013

Wednesday, January 02, 2013 4:39 PM - Last Updated Tuesday, January 08, 2013 3:06 PM

Lincoln, Brian Ingram, Art Hendrickson
Volunteer Board of Directors for the Caspian Athletic Association and Community Center Board
would like to thank those people that come to the center, and our out-of-town residents,
especially those who used to come to the center when they were living here and over the years
have donated to our cause. The building has many memories of days gone by, and it is still one
of our historical sites that has been kept open for generations. We hope to have another open
house during 2013.
Remember—there is bingo night two days a week, and we hope that the community residents
and visitors can enjoy the game nights. Most who come really enjoy coming, and our bingo
director and the board welcome our people.
Donations are always welcome.
-s- Mark Stauber, president; Sheri Stauber, treasurer; Ray Westphal, vice president; Mitzi
McGreaham, secretary; Bonnie Baldwin, Ray Goodhall, Ancella Thurston, Jody Menghini, David
Lincoln, Brian Ingram, Art Hendrickson
Volunteer Board of Directors for the Caspian Athletic Association and Community Center Board
‘A humbling experience’
To the editor:
On Dec. 31, 2012, I will be ending my term of office in the Michigan House of Representatives,
and I want to take this time to thank the people of the 110th District for giving me the
tremendous honor of serving them in Lansing. It was immensely gratifying to have had this
opportunity to be able to help U.P. families in various ways over the last two years.
My time in Lansing has been a complete whirlwind of activity, including committee hearings,
House sessions, legislative workgroups and meetings with area residents, but it is an
experience that I wouldn’t have traded for anything. I know the work we’ve done in Lansing will
benefit the great state of Michigan, and more importantly, give hope and assistance to the
residents of the Upper Peninsula to develop future economic growth.
The governor recently signed into law my severance tax bill package to encourage mining
companies to return to the Upper Peninsula to create future jobs and allow our area to become
stronger financially. This new taxation reform will bring about economic development into our
region and will have a huge positive impact for us.
As for my legislation, my main reason for running for office was to remove the various barriers
put in place by state government. I first focused on some constituent-driven hurdles by allowing
the city of Houghton to refinance their downtown development authority bond, the local public
transit service providers to perform full background checks on prospective drivers, and the ISD
superintendents to serve as superintendents in other schools at the same time, so some of our
local school districts could continue to remain open.
The bill-signings and House votes were defining moments, but what I’ll remember most will
always be the many local residents who called, emailed me or came to see me. Sometimes it
was so I could provide a listening ear, but more times than not people had a specific issue with
a state department or program, and I was humbled and honored to be able to help them
navigate the bureaucracy of our state government.
Although the five hundred-plus miles one-way drive to Lansing is long, it provided me the time
to think and reflect about the many decisions that had to be made and people who would be
affected. I was able to use this time to communicate with constituents and direct my office staff
in what needed to be done. The rewards of representing the good people of the western Upper
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Peninsula made the hours of driving all worthwhile.
Last, but definitely not least, I’d like to thank my beautiful, loving wife, Janell, and our two
magnificent daughters, Addy and Jadyn. They were so willing to make the many personal
sacrifices to ensure that I was able to spend the time necessary to be an effective legislator.
Without their constant support, my term in the Michigan Legislature would have been very
difficult to do.
Again, thank you so very much for allowing me the opportunity to represent you for the past two
years. It’s been a tremendous honor and privilege. God bless you, and have a wonderful new
year in our marvelous U.P.
-s- Matt Huuki
Hancock
Thanks from Red Cross
To the editor:
To our volunteers, donors and community partners in the wonderful Upper Peninsula of
Michigan
During this season of thanksgiving and reflection, I wanted to thank the residents and
businesses of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for their generous support of the American Red
Cross.
Without the gift of time from our volunteers, financial gifts from our donors, and the ongoing
support of our community partners, the Red Cross could not respond to the numerous single
family disasters that occur in Upper Peninsula every year.
House fires are the primary emergencies the Red Cross responds to in U.P. This past year we
assisted 224 people by providing them with lodging at local establishments, an allowance for
food and clothing, prescription refills and replacement eyeglasses.
We are committed to providing our volunteers with training that will allow them to provide the
best possible service, including feeding, sheltering, client casework, and health and mental
health services. This past year we issued well over 100 course completion certificates for
training that will give our volunteers the tools they need to assist our clients.
So for all you do, thank you for your generosity and support and may all of you have a warm
and safe New Year!
-s- Jeffrey A. Selesky
Emergency Services program manager
Superior Upper Peninsula Chapter
www.redcross.org
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