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My concerns
To the editor:
I am a resident of the city and would like to express my concerns regarding the proposed
building location of a retail development in the city of Crystal Falls.
After reviewing the Retail Site Development preliminary plan that was dated June 2, 2012, I feel
some issues need to be addressed if this development is going to proceed.

I understand that the location is zoned B-2 or commercial, and I have referred to the city of
Crystal Falls, Zoning Ordinance Specifications for B-2 zoning. Here are some of my concerns:
--The preliminary drawing of the retail development shows it would be located on U.S. 2
between Sixth and Seventh streets, with the rear of the building facing Court Street with a
15-foot setback. This does not meet the rear setback requirements of a minimum of 20 feet.
Therefore, this would require a variance.
--The preliminary drawing of the site shows that all traffic would enter from U.S. 2. According to
MDOT, that particular corner intersection of U.S. 2/141 and M-69 has an average daily use of
4,400 vehicles, which includes over a hundred logging trucks.
The oncoming traffic from North Sixth Street is very busy with campers, boats, and other
recreational vehicles attempting to enter that same section of highway, which further adds to the
traffic congestion.
Is it in the best interest of our taxpayers and citizens to increase traffic in an already very
congested section of highway? As a safety issue, has this been addressed and approved by
and city, county or state agency with jurisdiction over the roadway?
--In the preliminary drawing, the retail building will be approximately 9,300 square feet.
According to the Zoning Ordinance, Section 5, Sub-section 5.4 … “Under use for a commercial
building, the number of parking spaces which shall be provided must be one parking space per
200 square feet.” Therefore, the developer would have to provide at least 46 parking spaces,
but is currently proposing only 30, a decrease of 33 percent
If the entrance were on either of the side streets, there would be even less parking available. Is
the developer aware of this requirement?
--If the retail development were to be located where it is proposed, a large green space of
grass and trees will be removed and replaced with pavement and a building. There appears to
be no room for grass or trees in the preliminary plan. The issue of water fun off would be a
definite concern as well as the height of the retaining walls.
I do not want to stop retail development in our community, but I feel that zoning laws were
developed to protect the citizens; and the use of variances should be kept to a minimum.
There are other locations within the city of Crystal Falls more appropriate for this development
that would provide the space needed for setbacks and parking. I understand that the retail store
has their business plan, and that it is in their best interest to follow it.
However, I do not think it is in the best interest of the residents of Crystal Falls or other
taxpayers who must use the U.S. 2 corridor to get through the city.
Unless the final site plan has addressed the above issues, it would appear that more than one
zoning variance would be required. Again, I am not against progress, but I would like to ensure
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that the proper procedure is followed to make sure that those same laws that were developed in
the best interests of the citizens of Crystal Falls, and this entire area, continue to serve us all.
We, as taxpayers, deserve to be informed as this development continues.
-s- Louise Holmes
Crystal Falls

Another candidate
To the editor:
While closely reading through the Aug. 8 issue of the Iron County Reporter, I ran across a most
important error in the election results for the Iron County Commissioner seats.
While it is true that Patti Peretto won over Wayne Wales and Jim Brennan out-polled Roger
Zanon, it appears an omission occurred in reporting the results of the Third District seat. Rosalie
King is not running unopposed for the first time in many years. After over 40 years in
government, someone has taken up the challenge and is seeking election to the Third District
seat as an independent.
-s- Ben Smith
Iron River

A treasure to cherish
To the editor:
Thank you, taxpayers, for the continued support you provide for the West Iron County District
Library. It is a marvelous resource for the people who live in the area.
You should be proud of the warm, open space the library provides for its patrons. The rooms
are spacious and the stacks are situated in different parts of the library, which offers an
openness and freedom of movement unlike most libraries.
The selection of books includes both classic and contemporary novels, science fiction and
romance, non-fiction and mysteries. The selection of newspapers and magazines rivals any
large-city library.
The expansive collection of media—DVDs, CDs, audio tapes and VHS tapes—opens the
outside world to those content to stay in the quiet Iron River area.
The children’s section is airy and kid friendly. There are areas for little ones to play, to read, to
access a computer. It is a marvelous space. What a terrific resource for parents.
Then there is the computer room. It is wonderful that residents of Iron River do not need their
own computers at home. Two hours each day of free computer access with just a library card.
What a terrific deal. Surf the internet. Set up and read email. Complete resumes for jobs. All
free because Iron River residents cherish their library and continue to support it.
Residents of the area should also be so very proud of the many community programs the
library offers, from meeting rooms to organized programs.
The staff is diligent in arranging programs for all ages. Knitting and crocheting circle, Lego Logo
clubs for problem solvers, preschool story time, numerous book clubs for the avid readers,
special presenters on topics too numerous to mention.
The library offers these programs free of charge to the community. What a bargain.
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The staff at the library can be your best friends. I have most contact with Carol, Bexi, Stephanie
and Barbara. They are congenial, friendly, and helpful. They are eager to serve each patron
with a smile.
Wonderful spaces, wonderful books, wonderful magazines, wonderful media, wonderful
programs and wonderful staff. You have it all, right here in Iron River. Keep up your solid
support for the library. It is a treasure worth continuing and cherishing.
-s- Gunnard Swanson
Iron River/Oregon, Wis.

Store service appreciated
To the editor:
I just wanted to write a quick note to show my appreciation of how nice Angeli’s Foods is. The
customer service is outstanding. The staff is helpful and friendly and always smiling.
I can tell that the managers are really passionate about the industry. The produce is always
fresh and delicious and the variety of all the food in the store is extensive.
The truly unique part of the store is the grocery pick-up service that they provide. I wish we had
a service like that in Arizona, especially since we have many senior citizens and plenty of hot
days. I’ve never seen anything like that anywhere else. (And who can resist a walk through the
huge circle glass door!).
I’m from Scottsdale, and although we have many nice grocery stores out there as well, there is
nothing quite like Angeli’s Foods.
-s- Tara Weeks-Miller
Scottsdale, Ariz.
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