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A limited government
To the editor:
In the preamble of the Constitution of the American Legion, there is a statement, “to combat the
autocracy of both the classes and the masses.” And in 1776, we did just that and revolted
against an English king and parliament, to establish a nation, a nation where all individuals are
created equal, not equal through life, and endowed with certain rights from the creator.
Our forefathers formed a nation of limited government and fought a civil war against slavery
and a southern aristocracy to maintain this nation. A nation where an individual could be
successful or not in life.

But lately, you hear more and more Americans supporting a type of “French revolutionary
government,” where all people are equal through life. An alien idea of “class warfare and
redistribution” where if you are more successful or better off than your neighbor, it is the right
and duty of government to make everything fair through taxation or confiscation of income and
property and spend it on or give it to who or what the government decides to be in the best
interest of all.
This idea came about because for generations people in Europe were born into classes “noble,
peasant, tradesman, etc.” and stayed in those classes.
So. this Memorial Day let us remember, if we Americans truly wanted a government that totally
controlled and took care of us, we would still be English subjects. And that since 1776, our
fighting men and women have made and are still making the ultimate sacrifice; some fighting
wars in far off lands to give us the “freedom” of what the late president Abraham Lincoln once
called “A government of the people, by the people and for the people.
-s- Don Wolf
Iron River
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