Gearing up for winter
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There were no big banner signs, no “stop the presses” moments to be found, but last week’s
cold and rain let all of us know summer is “officially” over.

Actually, autumn blew in on Sept. 22 and didn’t relent in letting us know that it was time to stow
away the summer gear and get ready for another U.P. winter.

Oh, yes, we all know there will be some of those “Indian summer” days ahead, but the writing is
clearly on the walls, or at least the frost is clearly making “dew” with our lawns.
There’s still
some bright spots… the leaves, although not quite as brilliant as some past years, are in full
bloom and making travel around the county a little more colorful.

Autumn is always a favorite time of the year, mainly because of the fall color. The air is crispier;
the waning sun still feels warm and comforting. It’s the start of the football season, while those
“boys of summer” are making their last plays for the post-season.

Maybe one of the reasons most of us enjoy this time of the year is because we know it’s all
coming to a quick end. October is getting close, too close, and that frost on the pumpkin will
soon be everywhere.

People still hope for an extended Indian summer, but they know it’s a long shot at best. Hunters,
on the other hand, know their best shot comes with a couple of inches of snow on the ground.

All in all, it’s been a good summer in Iron County. There was quite a lot to do and see, as usual
on both sides of the county. Now that emphasis shifts to getting ready for next summer’s
calendar of events.
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In the meantime, winter’s slate of activities is gearing up for another fun run throughout the
county.

We may be far from the hustlin’ and bustlin’ crowds of the big city, but life is anything but sedate
here in Iron County.

Spring, summer, autumn, winter… we live in a very special part of the world… there never
seems to be a dull moment anywhere.

--Allyce Westphal
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