Get out and vote

Tuesday, July 31, 2012 12:59 PM - Last Updated Tuesday, August 07, 2012 2:48 PM

This is our customary reminder that the election takes place next Tuesday, Aug. 7, and that all
of us ought to take advantage of our chance to voice our choice at the ballot box.
Really, our opinions do make a difference. County voters will decide a number of township
races, several county offices and seats on the County Board. With no Republicans filing in
county races, the results of next week’s Democratic primary decides who holds these offices for
the next two or four years.

Also, the county’s millage allocation is on the ballot, and Forest Park is asking for bonding for
needed improvements to improve local education.
If you flip on your TV, there are already plenty of campaign ads running. It never seems to end
and quickly becomes white noise. You know what it is: The doleful announcer solemnly reciting
the misdeeds of the opposing candidate, the times he or she (horrors!) changed their opinions
over the years, who worked for Wall Street, who worked for government, who made decisions
that you really ought to be upset about.
In fact, here’s a recent trend in campaign ads: Ads that don’t support one candidate … but
oppose the other guy or gal. At the end, we are shown a phone number and exhorted to “Tell
(opposing candidate) that we are paying too much in taxes.” Or some other simple-headed
thought. The main idea is that we really ought to call that phone number and talk to a recorded
message.
The Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision a few years ago opened the field to even more
pressure groups and “super PACs.” The Super PACs seem to feel that every decision an
officeholder makes is so incredibly simple that a 6-year-old could do it!
Super PACs tell you many lies in that doleful voice, and that is one of the biggest. In truth,
people who serve in office have a tough job, comparing shades of gray each and every day.
They agonize over tough decisions. Maybe that explains why that proverbial can gets kicked
down the road so often. Let the next Congress deal with it.
Back here, at the local level, it all comes down to us—our local people doing the best they can
to cope with what is coming down from the state and feds.
That’s why you should be voting next Tuesday, Aug. 7. It’s not easy. Give them your support.
--Peter Nocerini
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