Say thanks to a teacher
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The classrooms have emptied, computers shut down, books shelved for the summer.
It’s a good time to look back and thank our area teachers for their work this past school year.

In our complicated society, teaching has, by necessity, gone beyond books, blackboards and
spelling tests. Cultural and political issues influence many aspects of education. A teacher looks
across at a classroom of students from different ethnic, economic and emotional backgrounds,
all with varying needs to be met—both academically and developmentally.
The state and federal government directs mandates, benchmarks and initiatives that directly
affect funding to our public school systems, and teachers are held to task to insure the test
scores and progress models are being met.
Technology, that wonderful tool used so liberally in the classroom, also takes its toll on our
teachers, who need to learn to use it effectively—not only for teaching, but for reporting—ask
any teacher how many hours a day are spent doing “data entry” for their students’ reports and
district statistics.
The mechanics of education aside, teachers are also role models to their students. Likely there
is more than one teacher in our district who was able to point a student in the right direction to
making the right choices. They deserve our thanks and appreciation. Often, it is the teachers,
coaches and counselors who help students see beyond their current environment to pursue
their dreams and goals.
Think about it. Who do you talk about at class reunions? Likely, many conversations revolves
around who was the best teacher, the coach who made the biggest difference, the math,
English or science class that made the biggest impact because of the teacher’s passion for the
subject.
The teaching profession brings more than its share of frustration and issues. It is a highly
demanding job. We place our children in the hands of these teachers for 13 years. We trust
them to shape the minds of our young people. Take the time to acknowledge their contributions.
Thank a teacher for a year “well done.”
--Marian Volek
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