The nice side of March
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Warm enough for you?
This will most likely go down as the warmest winter on record, but have no fear, I’m not going
to tirade about global warming.
I have no scientific background to confirm or refute that statement. But 70 degrees in March
could be a pretty fair indication that there might be something to all that science stuff.

It’s just been a crazy year for weather, and although we’ve been spared, thankfully, all of the
horrendous weather downstate and in the southern central areas, we may have to pay a hefty
price for all this nice warm weather.
OK, the mild winter has meant lower utility costs generally, and everyone loves to see lower
utility bills.
But we’ve also had more than our share of seasonal ailments in the area… respiratory
disorders, sinus problems, flu, the not-so-common anymore cold, etc. I’ve known people who
started out the year with some illness or other and are still shaking off the ill effects.
Regardless of what kind of winter we’ve had, we are always happy, if not euphoric, when the
days get longer and the temperatures get higher.
There are some in our area, of course, who know “for sure” that we’re going to be paying for all
this nice, warm weather… How many St. Patrick’s Day or Easters have come and gone without
a major snowstorm of some sort.
This year, though, forecasters are indicating that winter may be gone for good and the warm
weather here to stay.
Of course, they’re not saying how long the warm weather will stay. If it’s 70 degrees in March,
are we looking at low 30s in August?
Regardless of what the future may bring, it’s been nice to take the car through the car wash
and not have to worry about the doors freezing up. It’s also nice to open that living room
window, even briefly, to get rid of that stale winter house air.
The rake is standing by to comb through the tussle of matted and dried-out grass, and my list of
spring housecleaning chores is growing almost as fast as the temperatures are rising,
unfortunately, because my list of winter chores is still waiting to be completed.
Yet, as each day of warm weather proceeds, my priority list remains short and etched in stone
-- my golf shoes have new cleats and the clubs are ready to swing.
--Allyce Westphal
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