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We assume you know that 2012 is going to be an election year. Well, it’s true.
And we assume you know what it means for us. Among other things, it means that television
will be practically unwatchable after mid-summer due to all the campaign ads. Thanks to the
Supreme Court’s precedent-setting Citizens United decision, there will be more unregulated
campaign ads than ever before.

It’s all supposedly “free speech,” and for the special interests and political action groups, it
means the freedom to put out lies, half-truths and twisted histories before the average citizen
and see how many are gullible enough to swallow it.
It’s going to be a nasty summer and fall, folks. Enjoy TV these next few months, before it gets
too bad.
Our democracy, however, depends on citizens being informed about the issues and smart
enough not to swallow a line. This week, just a word or two about the election calendar.
The first election this year is on Feb. 28—two weeks away. For the national media, it’s all about
the Republican presidential primary. All the candidates still battling for the nomination (Gingrich,
Paul, Romney, Santorum) will be on the ballot, as well as several who have dropped out (Cain,
Bachmann, Huntsman) and a few we never heard of.
It’s a “closed” primary. When you go to the polls, you have to ask for a Republican or
Democratic ballot. It’s up to you which ballot you want.
But the presidential battle isn’t the only issue on the Feb. 28 ballot. All Iron County voters are
being asked to approve the renewal of the Health Department millage. And voters in one
County Board district (Iron River Township, Stambaugh Township and Gaastra) will decide a
recall campaign against their county commissioner.
So all Iron County voters have at least one issue to decide on Feb. 28.
Looking ahead: There will be an election held on May 8. That one will mostly be for local school
board members, though there could be a ballot proposal.
The big elections are on Aug. 7 (the primary) and Nov. 6 (the general election). Practically
every elected office will be decided in 2012—township, county, judicial, state boards,
legislature, congress and the president.
There are a variety of deadlines for prospective candidates, but the big one is May 15—that’s
when candidates for partisan and nonpartisan office must file nominating petitions and an
affidavit of identity for the August primary.
So if you are thinking that maybe you want your name on the ballot for an elected office this
November, that’s when your petitions are due. (For many offices, you can skip the petitions and
pay a fee.)
For voters who have not registered, they must do so by July 9 to vote in the primary and by
Oct. 9 to vote on Nov. 6.
It’s easy to get cynical about elections or to pay too much attention to the race for the White
House. In truth, it’s the people who are elected to office—from Congress on down to your local
county and township boards—who make the decisions that have the biggest effect on you, your
life and your property.
First up is that election on Feb. 28, with the Health Department’s millage renewal. See you at
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the polls.
--Peter Nocerini
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