Honor our vets
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Veterans Day, originating as Armistice Day in 1918, commemorates the armistice between
Germany and the Allied nations, ending World War I, and was set on the 11 hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month.
On its first commemoration, Nov. 11, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the day
should be “filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and
with gratitude for the victory.”

Today, we set aside this day to honor and thank all military personnel who served in the United
States in all wars, particularly living veterans.
Some facts: as of 2010, there were 21.8 million military veterans in the United States: 1.6
million were female; nine million were 65 and older; 1.7 million, younger than 35.
In 2010, when the census report was taken, 7.6 million veterans are of the Vietnam era. 4.8
million served during the Gulf War; 2.1 million in World War II; 2.6 million in the Korean War and
5.5 million in peacetime only.
The statistics say it pretty clearly—you’re probably no more than one or two individuals away
from living with, knowing, being related to or working with a veteran.
So, it is appropriate we honor the generations of veterans who have served our county bravely
and sacrificed so much for our freedoms.
The war in Afghanistan, begun after the terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, is now considered the
longest war in American history.
The return of the troops from Iraq, scheduled for the end of the year, is just one part of this
conflict. We look forward to welcoming those men and women back, but must remember those
continuing on in the Middle East.
As a nation, we should be grateful and humbled by the sacrifices the men and women of our
military have made.
Take a moment out, on Friday and often, to thank a vet, and say a prayer for the safety of
those stationed far away. We owe them that.
--Marian Volek
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