Silence the sirens
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Our office is located right on the highway, so when the fire trucks head somewhere or the
ambulance speeds out of town or when squad car sirens are heard, we know there is some
trouble somewhere.
Lately, we have been hearing those sirens much too often. Late summer has been marked by a
series of severe traffic accidents, including several fatalities.
A bad spell of luck, perhaps, but it’s a reminder that bad things can happen when you get
behind the wheel, and paying a lot at the gas station is the least of your problems.

It’s an especially important issue here in Iron County because we have practically no mass
transit of any kind, not even a taxi company or a bus. So we really depend on our cars and
trucks to get here and there. Also, the towns are sparsely populated and spread far apart.
Roads are often narrow, and now, especially as we move into fall and winter, we are often
driving in darkness.
It can be hard to see … the critters of the Northwoods, walkers and bikers, other drivers, even
the lines on the road when it’s dark or when roads are wet. In winter, a cover of snow can wipe
out the lines completely! Drivers ought to be grateful for the rumble strips the state has added to
the center line and shoulders of the road.
When the weather is bad or light is low, we concentrate on our driving more. But when it’s
sunny and bright, our attention tends to wander. Or else we get impatient for the long drive to
end. Or else the other drivers get on our nerves.
First of all, relax. You’re not in a race. Nobody is waiting up the road with a checkered flag or a
check for reaching your destination before everyone else. Your goal when driving is simple: Get
there safely and get back safely.
Don’t cheat on the rules of the road. If you don’t have the right of way, don’t claim it. You can
wait a few seconds for that car or truck to pass. A better gap in the traffic will appear soon. You
have to know what your vehicle can do—how fast it can cross that road or make that turn safely.
Watch out for the other guy. In the end, we all share the road, so let’s work together and look
out for each other. Try to cooperate. Don’t be “that guy” who creates problems.
Now that we’re moving towards winter, check your tires for wear. Check your battery. You know
what winter is like.
And of course, the very simplest reminders: Remember to fasten your seat belt. Don’t drink and
drive. Don’t get distracted by things like phones. If you absolutely have to make a phone call or
text someone else, for goodness sake pull over to the side for a minute.
Have some consideration for the others on the road. And for yourself—for if you get in accident,
you are the one who is going to get hurt.
Or worse.
--Peter Nocerini
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