Taking a home vacation

Tuesday, May 10, 2011 11:30 AM - Last Updated Tuesday, May 17, 2011 9:40 AM

“Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.”
And that might just be the destination point for many of us vacation planners this year.
With rising prices and the flip-flop economics of gas prices still in need of a robust
transfusion, many of us are trying to decide whether to go forward with “normal” vacation plans
this summer or cancel such thoughts and stick to home.

Staying home – whether that means here in Iron County or nearby locations – can still
provide us vacation planners with some terrific opportunities.
Here at The Reporter, we’re busy working on our annual Summer Fun Guide and, as usual,
it’s filling up with a summer season of interesting things to see and do.
The month of May seems to jump start activities with graduation parties, bridal showers,
Memorial Day events and last-minute reviews of family and class reunions.
We may not have “much” of a summer when it comes to weather, but that doesn’t mean
there isn’t much to do. June, July, August and even into September, weekends fill up fast with a
variety of events for the whole family to enjoy.
Father’s Day car show, museum events, Bass Festival, Rum Rebellion, U.P. Championship
Rodeo, Iron County Fair… add to the list the number of nearby lakes and parks, camping
facilities and hiking trails, and we’ve run out of time and space to get everything in.
Our options for a summer vacation at home also includes a few excursions outside of our
county lines. How many of us have taken the time to visit some of the stellar destination spots
that the U.P. has to offer?
There’s a good reason why the U.P. has always been a favorite destination for tourists.
There are a lot of places to see… Tahquamenon Falls State Park comes to mind, as does the
Porcupine Mountains, to mention just a couple.
You could compile of list of U.P. places to visit, and it could easily occupy your vacation
plans for years to come.
As “Yoopers,” we’ve always meant to take a trip to the Keweenaw area or to Mackinac Island
or perhaps to see the Soo Locks.
This could be your year to learn just how great it is to live in one of the best vacation areas in
the whole country, and that’s not just my opinion.
So, if the price of travel is taking some of the wind out of your sails, make this the year for a
vacation at home here in Iron County, or make this the year you’re going to visit that U.P. site
you’ve been thinking about for a long time.
We don’t have much of to say regarding the weather, the price of gasoline or the economy,
but we can say “Yes” to the U.P. and make plans to vacation at home.
--Allyce Westphal
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