Use your voice
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With the royal wedding taking place this Friday in London, this is unofficially Bad British Accent
Week here in the states. TV will be filled with documentaries and news reports about William
and Kate, and nearly all of them will be narrated by someone trying to sound very, very British.
Over here, it’s a brief but welcome break from the steady flood of bad news. It’s very tempting
to tune out the headlines and reports about things you and I can’t do anything about. All we
need to see about how things are going are the prices in front of your friendly local gas station.

But next Tuesday, something will happen where your opinion really matters. It will be May
3—the date of the annual school election, with several other ballot measures also on the ballot.
Local elections like these often see only a minimal turnout of local voters. But the questions on
the ballot directly affect your life and the quality of our county.
First, the School Board elections. In Forest Park, two candidates are running unopposed. In
West Iron, three people are seeking two seats—two incumbents and one challenger. For years,
local schools have been victims of budget slashing in Washington and Lansing. School board
members have been doing their best in these tough times to prepare the next generation for a
better future. They need our support.
Forest Park is also running a bonding vote. This is not a new bond—school officials want to
extend the current bond for one year to pay for school improvements—everything from building
security to technology upgrades. If passed, property owners would pay slightly more in
taxes—and the local schools would be better equipped for the future.
There is no West Iron proposal, but the Windsor Recreation Authority is on the ballot in four
local units. That proposal will help pay for needed repairs on the former Middle School building
and Windsor Auditorium and also fund recreation programs for all ages. It would cost a half mill
on property taxes.
Last year, it was approved in two of the four local units—but for the measure to pass, it needs
to win in all four.
Finally, Iron River Township is trying once again to get operating millage renewed. It’s an issue
that simply won’t go away until voters approve the renewal.
The questions on the ballot in Iron County next Tuesday won’t change the world. Nobody with a
British accent is going to talk about them on TV.
But they really do matter. They are local questions that affect the way we live in Iron County.
And this time, you can do something about it. This time, you have a big voice.
Use it.
--Peter Nocerini
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