A taxing situation

Tuesday, April 19, 2011 10:20 AM - Last Updated Tuesday, April 26, 2011 9:36 AM

Gas prices are on the increase, job opportunities are on the decline, politicians are doing their
usual finger pointing, and most of us are just about out of patience.
The recent news from the sovereign states of both Wisconsin and Michigan are leaving some
of us with a lot of serious doubt that our legislative bodies are any more qualified to deal with
our current economic crisis than those who are serving in Congress.

Wisconsin doesn’t believe state employees have the right to collective bargaining. Michigan is
talking about financial managers having the right to “fire” elected officials who can’t run efficient
units of governments, mainly because the state can’t or won’t pay its bills.
Last Thursday, the House of Representatives passed the $38 billion cuts in the current budget.
That means less funds for community health programs, grants for state and local police
agencies, the EPA and community development grants.
Now, there’s nothing wrong with adopting some tight fiscal measures when you’re dealing with
some tight budget constraints.
We Americans are now back about 50 years doing a quick study on how to live within our
means. Not an easy task when we’ve been living in the so-called lap of luxury called instant
credit for all these years.
We’ve just given the rich a nice tax cut by cutting the bare essentials from a great number of
people who are in dire straits because of some poor, irresponsible behavior by some
corporations and civic leaders who we were taught to respect.
I don’t have a problem with rich people getting a tax break. And, if the theory is accurate, these
extra savings will generate more industry and employment. That’s the theory. However, the last
time this theory was tested, it fell significantly short on delivery.
What I have a problem with is tax cuts that come out of programs that are designed to serve
those who pay the majority of taxes and get the least return on their dollars.
We live in a nice, small community where most of us know each other. But that hasn’t insulated
us from the wrath of big-city crime and corruption.
Congress and state legislatures/assemblies are out to cut the size of government, save money
and bring balance (as in budget) to our American lives. So, I think the honorable thing to do is
for every congressman, every legislator, assemblyman or woman to share in the pain.
They could start by reducing their salaries; after all, their elected position is only part-time, isn’t
it? They could give up their taxpayer paid-for health care and retirement programs, along with a
multitude of other little elected perks.
Maybe if they lived on the average Social Security check, or on the average income of the
majority of their constituents in their federal or state legislative district, or had their children or
grandchildren attend the schools whose budgets they’ve just whacked, they just might get an
idea of what those budget cuts will cost in the long run.
--Allyce Westphal
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