Dawdling along
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Spring has been taking its own sweet time getting to Iron County this year. In fact, just about
everywhere in the Upper Midwest has been dealing with temperatures well below normal lately.
That’s not entirely bad news, mind you. Especially if you know some people in North Dakota
who had been fearing another round of spring flooding. The slow, gradual warm-up this spring is
just what the climatologist ordered for the Red River.

Over here, we had some nice weather last week but nothing that tempts us to put our winter
jackets away for the season. There’s still snow around, and we got more slushy, wet white stuff
over the weekend.
For the record, the warm weather is way behind schedule. We should have highs around 50
now and lows in the mid 20s. The record shows we had several nights below zero in late March.
That tends to slow down gardening plans. And the hoards of resident golfers … suffice it to say
that they have to hold their horses. They can do it, we know, but not without difficulty.
We are also hearing concerns about the dry weather and whether it will lead to wildfire worries
later, once the sun finally finds its way to the North Woods and the last of the snow and ice melt
away.
It will get here, sooner or later. But spring always follows its own schedule. Last year, things
seemed upside down. We had highs in the 50s and 60s for most of March and a few 70s early
in April.
This year, we had two highs in the 50s during March, but the rest of the month stayed in the
20s, 30s and 40s. There is no accounting for the U.P.’s weather. You don’t need to be Karl
Bohnak to know that.
--Peter Nocerini
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