Mother Nature in charge
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With fingers crossed, shovels and snow blowers primed, we waited for “the” snowstorm of the
season to hit our area.
Once again, Mother Nature fooled us – and we let out a sigh of relief. Oh yes, we knew this
was still March and big dumpings of snow was not only a possibility, but a definite reality.
Remember last year?

No doubt, there were some who were really disappointed the snowstorm left us flat… local
businesses that rely on a good measurement of snow, and just about every student in our local
schools.
On the other hand, there were a majority of us who were definitely not looking forward to
moving mounds and mounds of snow under any circumstance.
The point of this is to remind us that no matter what our technology, no matter how advanced
we feel our civilization has taken us, we’re not really in charge of anything.
Mother Nature is. And she’s letting us know in no uncertain terms who’s the boss, and we’d
better start listening… earthquakes, tsunamis, famines, disease…
There are many of us who still have our doubts about global warming or climate change, or
whatever the key phrase is today. There are also many of us who believe that we need to start
making some significant changes, and soon.
Regardless of which camp you find yourself, there are a few points to consider.
There are more people now on this planet than ever. In fact, some say there are more
people now than all population numbers totaled. All of us using and reusing the same resources
today that were used only by a few eons ago.
Yet, our planet hasn’t increased in size, nor have our oceans deepened to allow for the creation
of more creatures of the sea to feed us. In fact, some say our oceans may be seeing a
decrease of sea life.
Here in our own little corner of the world, we have all been blessed with some of the most
beautiful flora and fauna that exists anywhere else in the world.
We live here because of all the nature that surrounds us and the enjoyment we all experience
even when temperatures drop to sub-zero and snowstorms can drop anywhere from an inch or
two of snow to a foot or more.
Yet, we still think it’s OK to dump our garbage wherever we please… in our forests, in our lakes
and streams, making life a living hazard for the animals and the fish that call our forests and
lakes home.
We may not be facing an earthquake any time soon, and a tsunami may not be in our future as
well, or so we think.
It’s not nice to fool Mother Nature, we’ve been told. We should listen.
--Allyce Westphal
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