Time to come together

Tuesday, March 08, 2011 9:24 AM - Last Updated Tuesday, March 15, 2011 10:07 AM

We’ve become a very angry country in the past couple of years. No one seems interested in
resolving issues by putting them ALL out on the table for discussion and discourse.
We’ve also seemed to have lost our sense of common courtesy and common decency. It used
to be that our belief in our rights as citizens of a free country extended to our neighbors. We’ve
lost that touch. We’re right and you’re wrong seems to be the prevailing philosophy.

That might explain why so many problems today, whether from a local point of view, or from
the view of the state and/or federal level, have become insurmountable
We won’t budge an inch. It’s our way or the highway. No, we won’t. Yes, we will. I’m right.
You’re wrong. Sound familiar?
We have a lot to deal with. We have a lot to resolve.
Let’s look at the local scene – we need jobs, businesses, people and a brighter forecast for
better days ahead.
At the state level – we need jobs, businesses, people and a brighter forecast for better days
ahead.
At the federal level – need I repeat myself?
There are good, honest, hard-working people at every level of government, industry, labor and
all points in between. But there’s so much division and derision among all of us that the voices
of common sense have all but been shouted down.
It doesn’t matter what political party we belong to, or political policies that we deem show the
true nature of our red, white and blue colors. We need to stop the shouting and the nitpicking
and start coming together to find solutions.
Not all ideas are great ideas, some aren’t even good ideas, but they’re better than having no
idea whatsoever – and that’s generally when people start yelling the loudest… because noise
drowns out the silence of a wasted opportunity.
--Allyce Westphal
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