A U.P. plus for technology
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It’s always nice to have an elected official make a “local” stop, and the stop last week by
President Obama to Marquette was a nice plug for the Upper Peninsula and for the technology
innovations happening at Northern Michigan University.
A number of us are alums of that institution and it was quite a treat to see the president at
NMU, and it’s nice to know that higher education in our neck of the woods is not only staying
current with the latest advances in technology but, as indicated with the president’s visit, is
slightly ahead of the rest of the country.

Education has always been an important part in the state of Michigan. This state can boast,
and rightfully so, of some of the best schools of higher education in the country.
Here in the U.P., not only do we have Northern Michigan University, but Michigan Tech has
always been a leader in education whose graduates have been among the best recruited
students in the nation. Let’s not forget Lake Superior State University. And, while we’re at it,
let’s give a plug for the two-years institutions and technical colleges that are making a significant
impact on our students here in the U.P. to help students continue their education to ensure a
good-paying future.
Oh, yes, education has taken a beating during the last several years.
Here, in the local area, we’ve seen course offerings dwindle because of mandatory budget
cuts. When times are good… that means when employment is high and jobs are plentiful,
education follows suit and our youngsters not only are taught the basic three Rs of education
(reading, ‘riting and ‘rithmetic), but they can also enjoy many of the “plus” offerings in the arts of
music, art and drama.
Yes, we still have a band program in our schools, but drama and art have all but disappeared
from our local schools.
Tough times call for tough measures and that means schools have to pare down when they can
and how they can. The more course offerings on the books means more teachers and support
staff. It’s a tough decision for school boards and administrators to make these cuts, but like the
rest of us, they have to make the best with funds that are available.
That both our local schools can provide the goods and services to our students in this economic
environment are a testament to their ability to offer as much as they can with what they have
available.
President Obama took time out of his busy schedule to look at what Northern Michigan
University has done with wireless technology and its impact both on education and on business
in the general Marquette area.
Some of us weren’t amazed that he paid a visit; we were amazed he knew where we were.
If we were surprised that the president would make a stop in Marquette, or that NMU has taken
this major step forward in technology innovation, then we need to take a few moments to
consider what is happening in education not only in the U.S., but here in Iron County and in the
U.P.
We “Yoopers” have long known austere times, yet our students are among the best educated
and aptly ready to take on the challenges the future is certain going to bring to the table.
Education is no longer an option for the privileged. It’s a mandatory requirement for everyone
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who lives in a free and self-governing country. Our founding fathers were a highly educated
group of men who forged a written constitution that has survived for more than 200 years.
--Allyce Westphal
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