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‘Wolf talks were misrepresented’
To the editor:
In his letter of Feb. 13, 2013, Mr. Hongisto blatantly misrepresented the facts about the
Michigan Wolf Roundtable. Both he and I served on the Roundtable, which consisted of
individuals representing a broad range of organizations, including U.P. Whitetails Association,
Michigan Farm Bureau, National Wildlife Federation, Sierra Club, Michigan Hunting Dog
Federation, Safari Club, MUCC, Timber Wolf Alliance, Michigan Humane Society and the UP
Sportsmen Alliance represented by Mr. Hongisto.

Utilizing extensive scientific data as well as the results of attitude surveys received from both
Upper Peninsula and Lower Peninsula residents, the roundtable developed a set of principles to
guide wolf management in Michigan.
Each issue decided by the roundtable was made through consensus. We accepted the harvest
of wolves by licensed hunters and trappers as a possible tool only to reduce wolf-related
conflicts under specific conditions.
Not one of the 20 groups represented got everything they wanted and everyone, including Mr.
Hongisto, signed the document presented to the Michigan DNR. Now, because he wants a
recreational wolf hunting/trapping season, he claims “the DNR stacked the deck” and “this
politically motivated rule resulted in a deeply flawed wolf management plan.”
The MI DNR convened the Wolf Forum, now known as the Wolf Management Advisory
Council, in 2011. Some of the same organizations that served on the roundtable, including the
UP Sportsmen Alliance, serve as a wolf management advisory group to discuss management
goals, educational opportunities, conflict resolutions and a potential hunting season to address
conflicts.
Mr. Hongisto was incorrect when he implied DNR must establish a wolf hunting season. Public
Act 520 designated the wolf a game animal and authorized the Natural Resource Commission
to establish a wolf hunting season. However, legislators cannot mandate a wolf hunting
season, the NRC has the exclusive authority to regulate the taking of game and their role is
clear, to the greatest extent practicable, they must utilize principles of sound scientific
management in making decisions.
-s- Nancy Warren
Ewen
‘Deer’s plight angers me’
To the editor:
A few days ago I looked out my window to see a very young deer in my yard with a whole
arrow stuck through his neck. Well I can barely put into words the anger and sadness that came
over me as I watched him eat and walk around with this arrow flopping back and forth. Anyone
who knows me knows that I am not a big fan of hunting. As a matter of fact I would and will go
to any lengths to save an animal from harm or death. It is just horrible to have to watch this
beautiful animal live this way because some bow hunter has bad aim.
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So hunters! If you can’t hit the broad side of a barn (and you know who you are), then please
do us all a favor and put your bow and arrows away, you’re not a child anymore. Stay out of the
woods. This is not a sport (if that’s what you want to call it) for you.
I don’t think every Tom, Dick and Harry should be allowed to gun or bow hunt unless you pass
a class and prove you are responsible and can hit a target before you get a tag. I don’t care how
old you are. It’s too dangerous to be in the woods with people like you! And if you’re not old
enough to have a driver’s license, you shouldn’t be able to handle a gun and hunt.
Don’t like what I have said? Guess what? I don’t really care, truth is painful. You’re not the one
living in pain and suffering because some Elmer Fudd doesn’t know what he’s doing.
So, go get some targets and start practicing and make next bow season a lot safer for
everyone, especially the deer.
P.S. And how about letting them grow up a bit also before you start slaughtering them. This
deer is only a baby.
Very angry and disgusted.
-s- Judy Gurtner
Cancer Unit radiothon
To the editor:
The Iron County Cancer Unit Board of Directors invites everyone to participate in the March 5th
WIKB Radiothon.
The fundraising event will begin at 9 a.m. with the WIKB Telephone Time program and
donations can be made until 12:00 noon. There are a few ways you can make your donation for
this fundraising effort. You can call the radio station and make your donation on the Telephone
Time program local # 906-265-9622, toll free 1-800-562-7166. Also two additional lines are
available for your donations, 906-265-5104 and 906-265-5105. If you prefer to drop off your
donation you can stop at the radio station located at 809 W. Genesee Street in Iron River. If
you are unable to participate on March 5th and you want to be included in the fundraiser you
can mail your donation to ICCU, P.O. Box 45, Iron River, MI 49935.
Please issue your check to ICCU and indicate that you want your donation to be applied to the
WIKB Radio-thon. We also want to mention that our out of town friends may join us via the
internet at www.wikb.com.
The Iron County Cancer Unit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization to benefit Iron County
cancer patients. The ICCU does not have paid employees; all work is done by volunteers. All
funds stay in Iron County to assist local patients. Donations are the ICCU’s only means of
support. The Iron County Cancer Unit is not affiliated with the American Cancer Society or any
other cancer organization.
If you would like additional information or if you have questions please call the Iron County
Cancer Unit at 906-265-4420.
Thank you for supporting the Iron County Cancer Unit.
Sincerely,
-s- Jolane Spoke, President
Darlene Gendron, Vice President
Linda Colombino, Secretary
Donna Bond, Treasurer
Beverley Dallafior
Jeff Gendron
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‘Bearer of bad tidings’
To the editor:
I hate to be the bearer of bad tidings, but the recently reported award to West Iron School
District (WI) for achievement needs a reality check. The schools achieved better scores than the
state average in only three of seven measured academic categories leaving sorely needed
improvement. The school district as a whole is behind most of the state in academic
achievement.
Graduation rate: state-76 percent, West Iron -84 percent (not an academic measurement)
College readiness (ACT proficiency): state-17 percent, West Iron -14 percent
4th grade math: state-91 percent, West Iron-93.5 percent
8th grade math: state-78 percent, West Iron-63.5 percent
4th grade reading: state-84 percent, West Iron-88.7 percent
8th grade reading: state-82 percent, West Iron-69.8 percent
4th grade writing: state-47 percent, West Iron-69.8 percent
8th grade science: state-78 percent, West Iron-63.5 percent
I agree that the fourth grade deserves commendation, but the rest of the faculty and students
need a substantial nudge to improve rather than a pat on the back for achievement they have
not earned. We really need to keep politics out of the children’s education.
-s- Bill Vajk
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