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Thoughts on predator hunt
To the editor:
Another year, and another predator hunt is history.

I would like to see the names of the sponsors of the seventh annual Camp Gibbs Predator Hunt
published, instead of just mentioning that there were many sponsors. Just think of how much
more business they could receive. It could possibly be a huge economic benefit to the
community. Support businesses that support the hunt.
Maybe together with a list of publicized sponsors, a mandatory educational seminar could be
required. I realize the adults probably know everything, but maybe the children and young
adults would like to learn about the benefits of having predators in the ecosystem.
Maybe people could learn how predators control populations of small rodents, animals that host
the Lyme disease-carrying ticks.
Maybe there would be a better understanding of how predators enhance the vegetation in the
forest by feeding on the animals that have an opposite effect on vegetation.
Maybe people would learn about the research that was conducted, showing that coyote
populations can actually increase because of predator hunts.
And maybe people would learn that weak or diseased animals are more likely to be eaten by
predators, leaving more food for the healthier animals and ensuring a viable population.
Speaking of food, maybe the hunters could publish a book, gathering all their secret recipes
using the meat provided from the predators they kill.
-s- Richard Sloat
Iron River
‘Philosophical differences’
To the editor:
I am responding to a recent news article entitled, Wolf Hunt. The DNR is asking both sides to
back off. Fat chance. That is because there is a fundamental philosophical difference between
hunters and trappers who support scientific wildlife management and those who oppose the
killing of animals.
Wolves are no different than any other game and fur-bearing species. Management is best
accomplished in the most cost-effective way by regulated hunting and trapping seasons.
Russ Mason, chief of the DNR Wildlife Division, is spot on with most of his comments.
However, he is equivocating on whether or not to hold a wolf hunt, which contradicts what he
said otherwise. Either you are going to manage the animals or you are not. I detest political
wimps.
Failure to do their job is a slap in the face to the Legislature and the governor, who signed the
law classifying the wolf as a game species and authorizing the NRC to set harvest seasons.
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The legislative intent is clear.
Indian tribes and the animal rights/animal protectionists are trying to dictate public policy yet
failed to ante up to pay for it. Unfortunately, sportsmen and women were not consulted nor
given any say about the up to $1 million of our money that is spent annually on wolves. Call it
arrogance of power.
The Wolf Management Roundtable had 10 stakeholder groups and the DNR, each with two
votes, for a total of 22. Because they didn’t want their pets killed, they decreed that all policy
decisions be by consensus instead of majority vote. That denied the majority of stakeholders
the benefit of their input and hard work. In other words, the DNR stacked the deck.
Subsequently, a proposal to allow public hunting and trapping was defeated by the consensus
rule. The vote was 15 in favor and six against.
This politically motivated rule resulted in a deeply flawed wolf management plan. Instead of
active management, they respond to depredation complaints. Otherwise they just monitor and
protect the animals. While the plan provides for lethal controls, it isn’t without a lot of ifs, ands
and buts. They recently reconvened the Wolf Management Advisory Council of former Wolf
Management Roundtable members. Because I am outspoken, I was told that I was not invited
to participate.
As for a meaningful wolf hunt, don’t count on it. Political correctness is alive and well in the
DNR.
-s- John Hongisto
Deerton
UPSA and the wolf problem
To the editor:
The Upper Peninsula Sportsman Alliance and the wolf problem go back several years. It took
years of struggling with the government agencies to get the wolf removed from the Endangered
Species List. This included the hiring of lawyers who spent a lot of time traveling to Minnesota
and Washington, D.C. Once they were removed from the Endangered Species List, the
Michigan Legislature had to make the wolf a game animal so that the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources could establish some sort of control of these animals. UPSA teamed with the
Michigan United Conservation Club (MUCC) in supporting our state senators and
representatives in getting the bill approved and sent to the governor for his signature.
UPSA has now again teamed with MUCC because the anti groups are trying to stop any
control of these animals in the state of Michigan. We are very fortunate to be able to team with
MUCC as they recognize our problem. We need the support of the public to allow the Michigan
DNR to scientifically control the wolf population in the problems areas of the Upper Peninsula.
The Upper Peninsula Sportsman Alliance will work with MUCC and any other group to win this
battle.
-s- Tony Demboski
President, UPSA
Super Bowl fundraiser
CRYSTAL FALLS—The Forest Park boys basketball program recently held a Football Mania
Super Bowl match fundraiser.
The following winners had the correct number for one quarter of the Super Bowl and won $10:
Dave Sarder, Jeff Willman, Jerry Fredericks, Lisa Olson, Janice Bal, Judy Pennington, Allison
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Soderberg, Laura Frizzo, Darlene Osier, Kurt Anderson, Kyle Soderberg, Alice Hagglund,
Corliss Burns, Walt Hagglund, Dawn Payne, Justin Snell, Carmen Steiro, Debbie Williams,
Christine Grabowski, Scott Isaacson, Jeff Kelley, Samantha Vassar, Randy Bucek and Jan
Stroud.
Debbie Smithson won $50 for having the correct numbers for two quarters. Lisa Nocerini won
$10 on five different cards, and donated her $50 back to the basketball program.
Proceeds will be used by the JV and varsity teams to attend basketball camp during the
summer. “Thank you to all who supported this fundraiser.”
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