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Why Site Council made changes
To the editor:
First of all, if it weren’t for Wayne Wales, county board chairman, we still wouldn’t have a
contract with DICSA concerning the Senior Center building in Iron River. There had been a prior
contract, but no one knew about it. Wayne found it and had it legally redrawn. At this point, we
are all involved and know what the contract is all about.

As far as busing goes, there has been a day added to the normal days per week (as it has
been for the last two years). The bus will now run Monday-Thursday. We are very sorry the bus
will not be running on Fridays, as in the past, but with the four-six people per day, it is just not
feasible to run five days a week. The County Board has little or nothing to do with the
transportation. That is run by UPCAP, who get their grants from the Federal Government, and
we all know that many of those grants are drying up due to the National Debt. And yes, rides
were about $1, 15 years ago, but then gas wasn’t $3.50 per gallon. The age of 60 is dictated by
the Feds. Don’t forget, AARP is in the business of selling memberships, so they now start at
age 50. Memberships were age 55 when I started as an AARP member.
As far as closing on Fridays and being open Mondays, we had recommended that very change
two years ago. DICSA thought Fridays should be open for the same reasons, but on Fridays we
are only serving 12-20 congregate meals. Mondays are and have been much better, even
though we could use more people on the other days also.
We have talked to seniors who use the center and also sent out a survey asking for input in
order to keep the center going. Although we were disappointed on the number of returns, we
have tried to cater to the results of the survey. Changes have been needed, and we are trying to
do what is best for all.
Regarding the fun time bingo and card games, yes, we need the seniors using the building as
much as possible. However, these programs were instilled to entice more people to enjoy the
congregate meals at noon. Has this happened? No! Many come after the noon meal to enjoy
the card games and bingo. Do we want these programs? Yes, but we do need more
participation at the noon meals. The meal program is losing money, and the local taxpayers and
the Site Council have had to pick up nearly $14,000 this past year. A year ago, we had six
people in the kitchen working. Now it is down to three, with a couple of ‘God sent volunteers.’
We thank all of those who participate in the noon meals, and wish we could get more people
enjoying these great meals.
Lastly, the taxpayers will be asked to vote on another millage renewal in 2013. We all hope and
pray that you vote Yes to help keep the center open. Your help and support by attending our
pancake days, dances, spaghetti and roast beef feeds also go a long way in keep the doors
open to our beautiful center.
-s- Gene Callovi, Chairperson
Iron River Senior Center Site Council
‘Thanksgiving meal blessed’
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To the editor:
I want to thank God and the people of our community for one of the best Thanksgiving dinners
we have ever served. From the deliveries, take-outs and sit-down dinner, we had over 230
eating a wonderful turkey dinner.
A few weeks ago, five of us sat down and prayed for God to bless our endeavors as we
planned this community dinner. It wasn’t but a minute, we had a call from our county clerk giving
us money to start, two calls for volunteers who could not make it to the meeting, but would help
on Thanksgiving Day, and did they ever. We had our lone man, dear Conrad was invaluable,
along with his wife, Carolyn. He checked every little item, and made sure things were properly
put away.
I was in “Seventh Heaven,” because all I had to do was call Telephone Time and ask for items
like vegetables, oleo, etc. And that very day, it would be in my back hall or down at the church.
People came up to me on the street and gave me money, people from out of town heard this
plea on Telephone Time and sent me and the church, money. They were so grateful that their
loved ones here would be delivered a nice warm dinner. The stories that came back from those
great delivery people almost made you want to cry. From the turkeys right down to the bowls of
candy corn on the table, and this included the napkins, tablecloths, dessert plates. None of the
businesses were bothered for donations, but Zippidy Duda’s donated 20 dozen rolls and Tony
Fittante Services donated all the take-out boxes and little cranberry bowls.
I had the most fabulous crew to work with. They came from all over the county, and I won’t
name them for fear I will forget some. But look for Peter Nocerini’s picture in the Reporter and
you will see them. Bless their hearts, most said they would come back and do it again.
I close with a heartfelt thanks for the wonderful people who live in my “home town” and we
passed some of that on to the victims of “Sandy” on the east coast. It blew my mind, but we had
$689 given in donations to send out to them through Samaritan’s Purse. We pray they will have
a better Christmas. God was at the head of this from the beginning, and we all are thankful for
that. It was a joint venture with the Presbyterian Church and Grace Covenant Church and will
be a treasured memory for years.
-s- The Planning Crew
Conrad and Carolyn Fredlund
Carla Menucci
Cyndi Couchene
Marilyn Budzak
‘Thanks for your support’
To the editor:
On behalf of the U.P. Regional Blood Center, I would like to thank Pearl Ross and Pat Kosiba
of Crystal Falls United Lutheran Church for hosting a blood drive in the month of November. As
a result of their efforts, we collected an outstanding 44 pints of blood. I would also like to thank
the generous blood donors who took the time to give the “gift of life.” When donating with our
center, you are helping to ensure NorthStar has the blood they need to help the people in your
community. Thank you for supporting your community blood center.
-s- Sallie Coron, B.S., Public Relations
Coordinator of Blood Collections
U.P. Regional Blood Center
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‘Impressed with the care’
To the editor,
We were so impressed with and grateful for the care received from the staff of NorthStar Health
System and Dr. Han the last days of Curt Lindahl’s life. This care was extended not only to him
but to all of us as well. Each person, the one bringing a tray of snacks and meal cards to the
family, the one cleaning the room, the CNA, the nurse, the doctor never left without asking, “Is
there anything else I can do for you?”
Iron County can be proud of the quality of health care available right here.
-s- Eleanor Lindahl, Gail Baker, Mark Lindahl, Lyn Lindahl, Dean Lindahl
‘Focus on our history’
To the editor:
We Americans need to focus on our history and economics. America was founded on the
principles of limited government, taxation and regulation, with God given rights to pursue
happiness. That America changed prior to World War I when a progressive Princeton college
professor Woodrow Wilson became president. Wilson pushed through the “Federal Reserve
Banking System.” The first federal income tax (which was only to be on the super rich and be
capped at three percent), and Wilson started the policy of the government forcing taxpayers to
pay for the nation’s public school system through taxation. It is a fact that prior to World War I,
the majority of American schools were parochial and private. Most Polish, Irish, Italian and
Jewish immigrants were irate that they had to support public schools through taxation while their
children went to parochial schools.
The men who developed the social security system intended that it only provide seniors with a
little extra income in their old age, and provide the government with extra income. Farmers, the
military, Tennessee Valley Authority workers and government workers were exempt. Also with a
life expectancy of 55 years at that time and 35 people paying in for everyone receiving benefits,
those men thought the system would always be solvent, since very few people would live long
enough to collect. Then came the “Welfare System” to help the truly needy, Medicare to help
the elderly with medical costs, which was only to cost $10 billion a year, Medicaid to help the
poor get medical help and SSI (Disability). As more and more progressive programs came
along the more our federal and state governments grew and became more expensive.
Now we Americans are being told that we need to redistribute wealth and all be one happy
middle class with a benevolent government taking care of us. The so called middle class as we
know it is an enigma that came about after World War II. People forget this country was founded
by people who escaped the class societies of Europe. Nazism, Fascism, Communism,
Socialism and Imperialism, is what our forbearers came to American to escape. Every American
parent would like to see their kids and grandkids excel and be millionaires if possible. American
are not drones in a beehive that want to be ruled by an oligarchy that decides who should be
rich and who should be poor. Americans are equal at birth, but not equal through life. America is
a place where you are limited only by your own abilities. That is why people to this day still risk
their lives to come here. With socialist governments around the world going bankrupt with
populations ranging from 10-40 million people, then how can the United States with over 300
million exist as a socialist nation. All Americans should take some time and read “A Brave New
Word, Animal Farm and 1984” to see what happens when you allow a government unlimited
power over your life.
-s- Don Wolf
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