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‘Education cuts affect our future’
To the editor,
On the heels of next week’s presidential elections comes “American Education Week,” Nov.
11-17, celebrating quality public education. Local educators and school staff take pride in what
is accomplished for the children of our communities, given cuts in funding, limited resources and
larger class sizes.

The past four years in particular have brought many challenges to Michigan schools. The
Lansing politicians who decided to give $1.8 billion in tax cuts to corporate CEOs are the same
politicians who decided schools should take a $1 billion cut in funding to pay for it. This impacts
all of us. Over 100 pieces of legislation over the past 18 months alone threaten the basic
values of fairness and opportunity for families in Michigan. The quality public education we
celebrate in November, as well as the strength of the working middle class, are both in jeopardy
if legislation continues to be passed eroding worker rights and taxing working families. What
good can it possibly do our state and local economies if families do not have access to financial
stability and quality education?
This year’s Annie E. Casey Foundation’s “Kids Count” report ranked Michigan 32nd out of 50
(down from 30th in 2011) when it comes to the economic, health and educational situation of its
children. We must do better for the youngest members of our society. As voting citizens, we
must consider candidates who value and will preserve programs for our children, both
educational and in health and human services. We have an opportunity in Proposal 2 to vote in
favor of a constitutional amendment protecting workers’ jobs, working conditions, benefits and
wages. This is a measure that benefits all workers alike, whether in a union or not, for what is
accomplished through collective bargaining sets a standard that benefits everyone.
So exercise your rights and responsibilities as citizens: vote pro-education, pro-family. Then go
and visit your local school and see what is being done for the kids in our communities, despite
the challenges.
-s- Maggie Scheffer
Iron River
‘No place for energy policy’
To the editor:
As a leader in the use of renewable energy, the city of Crystal Falls Electric Department
opposes Proposal 3, the “25 by 25” ballot measure that would constitutionally require that 25
percent of Michigan’s electricity be generated from renewable sources by 2015.
My “no” vote on Nov. 6 will be a vote not against green power, but for smart energy policy. Our
municipally owned utility strongly supports our state’s landmark 2008 energy policy requiring
providers to meet a 10 percent renewable energy portfolio standard by 2015. In fact, we are
exceeding this challenging but realistic goal. Our city-owned hydroelectric facility produces
approximately one-third of Crystal Falls’ power; the balance is supplied by WPPI Energy, whose
generation portfolio currently includes 14 percent green power from resources like hydro, wind,
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solar and biogas.
I will vote “no” because the state constitution is the wrong place for setting energy policy. Our
2008 energy law was approved by the Michigan Legislature with overwhelming bipartisan
support,after careful evaluation of its impact on energy bills, the electricity needs of Michigan
families and businesses, how renewable energy fits in with the state’s generating fleet and the
price of power on the wholesale markets.
Smart policy requires thoughtful consideration. Proposal 3 would alter the constitution and
inject an arbitrary, ill-considered standard. The Proposal 3 mandate would undermine
Michigan’s long-term energy plan by locking specific energy policy into the constitution.
Please help ensure that our state will have the flexibility needed to provide families and
businesses the affordable, reliable power they need. Vote “no” on November 6.
-s- Dorothea Olson, city manager
City of Crystal Falls
‘Ride for Rudy’ thanks to all
To the editor:
We want to thank everyone who donated items and participated in the Ride for Rudy Memorial
Scholarship fundraiser. It was a great success. Graduating 2013 seniors and for years to come
will benefit in Ryan’s memory. We will continue the ride for many years. Thank you.
-s-The Mylchreest family
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