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Franzene endorsed
To the editor:
The Iron County Deputy Sheriff’s Association is pleased to announce the endorsement of
Punner Franzene for the office of Iron County treasurer.

Punner Franzene has demonstrated extensive treasury experience, has demonstrated the
ability to work well with others, and exhibits professionalism. Punner has that “can do” attitude
found in every successful leader.
Please join us, your Iron County Deputy Sheriff’s Association, in support Punner Franzene for
the office of Iron County treasurer.
-s- Deputy Ryan Boehmke
President
Iron County Deputy
Sheriff’s Association
Board Member
Upper Michigan Law
Enforcement Officers Association

To clarify
To the editor:
My comments at a recent meeting of the Crystal Falls City Council were not accurately
reported, possibly because at times several people were talking at the same time.
At any rate, I did not contend that the public needed to have an opportunity to have their say on
reports that frontage on U.S. 2 involving two private and one county property were being sought
as a business site by a private developer.
Since the property is zoned commercial, all that a prospective developer needed to do once the
site was his, would be to have his project conform to building code specifications.
An unrelated issue caused me to bring up the issue of public input. That was a report that the
county hospital, which owns what was part of the former Crystal Falls Community Hospital, was
going to sell its interest in the vacated building to a private party at a give-away price and that
the prospective owner was intending to use the building and site for a commercial enterprise.
My contention was that while the hospital was exempt from the residential zone restrictions
because of its public nature, any commercial use of the site would be non-conforming, and as a
result a zoning variance would be required, in which case the residents of the general area
would have a right to be heard at a special Zoning Board hearing.
Any hedging of the requirements involved in this issue would be a circumvention of the public's
right to be involved.
-s- Rudy Dalpra
Crystal Falls
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Vote ‘yes’
on millage
To the editor:
When reading this proposal, it sounds as if this is an increase in taxes. However, it is not an
increase but on how this tax is spread.
Iron County has 7.85 mills to distribute. The Allocation Board decides how that should be
divided between the county, townships and Intermediate School District.
In 1996, townships were receiving 1.73 mills. At that time, the county was in dire need of more
millage and asked the Allocation Board for some of the township’s share.
It was agreed that this would be a temporary division until the county was in a better financial
shape. In 1997, townships were reduced to just one mill taking a loss of almost three-quarters
mill which amounts to several thousand dollars each year for the seven townships in Iron
County.
Over the years, township officials have asked to have their millage reinstated as promised. In
2006, 10 years later and after much discussion at allocation meetings, townships received 1.15
which was still a long way from 1.73. Last year, 2011, townships received 1.20.
At this year’s allocation meeting, the board decided to let the people vote on this issue of giving
the townships an increase of .05 for a total of 1.25.
The matter is now placed on the ballot in the August Primary with the division being County
6.43 mills, Townships 1.25 mills and Dickinson-Iron Intermediate School .17 mills, giving
township .05 more than last year. For those that live in the cities, this will result in a slight
decrease in their county taxes.
Most units of government are having financial difficulties and money is tight, but why should the
townships give up many thousands of dollars over the years. The increase to townships is small
but it is at least going in the right direction.
Please help the townships out by voting yes on Allocated Millage Proposal. This is not an
increase in taxes but just the division of the 7.85 mills.
-s- Pat Dishaw
Mansfield Township
Treasurer

Other sites
to consider
To the editor:
There is a proposal before the Iron County Board to level the entire square block bordered by
U.S. 2, Sixth Street, Court Street and Seventh Street in Crystal Falls to make room for the
construction of a 9,100 sq. foot commercial building, (almost certainly Dollar General), and 30
parking spaces.
This will mean the demolition of two residences, and the buildings now used by the sheriff’s
department for storage, (one of which is very old and historically charming) plus many mature
trees.
The effect of this on one of our most important tourist attractions, the beautiful old
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Richardsonian Iron County Court House, would be to cheapen its grandeur and reduce its
aesthetic value.
If you feel, as we have heard expressed by many of our friends and neighbors, that this box
store construction would be better located farther from the courthouse hill area of Crystal Falls,
please contact your County Board representative as soon as possible.
There are other sites to be considered.
-s- Tammy and Larry Field
Crystal Falls

Nordstrom
endorsed
To the editor:
My name is Troy Nordstrom, a lifelong Iron Countyer. I’ve had a rewarding law enforcement
career for the past 12 years. I’ve worked closely with several police agencies from the Crystal
Falls P.D. to the Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs. I’ve been awarded by the Michigan Sheriff
Association a Distinguished Service Award for courage when I was shot in the line of duty while
protecting our communities.
I was inspired by my brother, “The People’s Sheriff,” Don Nordstrom Jr., to become a police
officer. You can thank him for my small token of sacrifice.
We as a community can have a professionally run Sheriff Department with a hometown
personality.
Don Nordstrom Jr. is the man who ca n bring balance and harmony back to Iron County. Just
ask what good he has done for the Iron Countyers in the 12 years he worked at the I.C.S.D.
That is the service you can expect.
Please vote Don Nordstrom Jr. Aug. 7th. Also, thanks mom for raising two good boys!
-s- Troy Nordstrom
Iron River

Bake sale
a success
To the editor:
The Porter School Library and Resource Center would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who made our recent fundraiser bake sale a huge success.
A special Thank You to all of our volunteer bakers, the volunteers who donated time to work at
our table at the Alpha Farmers Market, and the many people who purchased the tasty treats.
Thank you to everyone!
-s-Julie Harp
Board Member
Porter School Library
and Resource Center
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Proposal A
explained
To the editor:
In the notice to the Qualified Electors for the General Primary Election that appeared in the July
25 Iron County Reporter, the information given to the electors in regards to Proposal A which
will appear on the Aug. 7 ballot is very deceiving.
The notice states “shall separate tax increases be established for a two-year period, 2013 and
2014.” The fact is “there will not be a tax increase for anyone.”
The facts are as follows: If you live in a city in Iron County and Proposal A passes, your county
allocated tax will decrease by .05 mill, from 6.48 mills to 6.43 mills. If Proposal A fails, your
county allocated tax will remain the same as this year at 6.48 mills.
If you pay a township tax in Iron County and Proposal A passes, your county allocated tax will
decrease by .05 mill to 6.43 mills. However, your township allocated tax will increase from 1.20
mills to 1.25 mills. If Proposal A fails, the township allocated tax will remain at 1.20 mills and the
county allocated tax will remain at 6.48 mills.
The purpose of Proposal A is to shift .05 mill from the county allocated to township allocated,
which will give the townships .05c per $1,000 of taxable value more to operate with, and the
county will lose .05c per $1,000 of taxable value.
The Dickinson/Iron Intermediate School District will not be affected by Proposal A.
No Matter where you live, voting yes on Proposal A will be a win win situation for you.
-s- Eugene Pellizzaro
Stambaugh Township
Supervisor
Iron County
Allocation Board
Member

Our choice
To the editor:
The choice is ours. We can either defend water’s right to be pure, ensuring a healthy existence
for future generations, or succumb to the prosperity myths of this new mining craze.
On July 24, 2012, a federal court ruled that the Flambeau Mining Company, a subsidiary of
Kennecott/Rio Tinto, violated the Clean Water Act on numerous occasions at their now-closed
mine near Ladysmith, Wis.
In order to convince people of Marquette County that mining was good for the community;
spokespersons for Kennecott touted the Flambeau Mine as the perfect example of how mining
can be done in an environmentally safe manner.
Mines that extract metals such as copper, nickel and gold, which are embedded in high sulfide
ore bodies, have an 85 percent to 90 percent chance of having an adverse effect on the water.
Michigan regulatory agencies have been “fast-tracking” mining permits, as was the case with
the proposed Eagle Mine Project near Big Bay, not relying on objective scientific data but solely
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on the word and biased data provided by the mining company.
The mining industry has acquired mineral leases on over one million acres in the western U.P.
If these companies want to extract the natural resources, they must keep the water as pure as it
was before they entered an area and started the destruction. Visit the Dober Mine in Caspian
west of the hockey arena to witness what can happen.
But the mining industry does not want to invest in the technology to produce “zero degradation”
because that affects the bottom line and the shareholders will not earn as much money on their
investment.
It is our choice and we must tell the politicians and regulatory agencies that the water is the
most important, valuable resource we have in Michigan to sustain future generations.
-s- Richard Sloat
Iron River

ICCU Board
says ‘thanks’
To the editor:
The recent silent auction held at Intermissions has proved to be not only a fun event but has
brought much needed dollars to aid the cancer patients of Iron County.
The ICCU Board is pleased to report that $3,140 is added to the fund-raising total for 2012. We
extend a sincere thank you to Angeli’s Central Market for allowing the auction to be held at
Intermissions. The group appreciates all the people that bid on the items and purchased the
goods.
The ladies of the Reino Post 21 Auxiliary donated the proceeds from their July 20 pie social.
Thanks to Marilyn Budzak and the crew of hard working gals, another $1,000 was added to the
finances of the Iron County Cancer Unit.
The proceeds from the folks that visited the sidewalk sale at the ICCU loan closet rummage
sale was $250. The articles donated and purchases are appreciated.
Thank you to WIKB Radio and Mo Michael on Telephone Time for a wonderful program
allowing us to promote our events. Mo has gone beyond the phone calls by giving additional
information about the events.
The ICCU Board members, Jolane Spoke, Darlene and Jeff Gendron, Donna Bond, Linda
Colombino and Beverley Dallafior, are grateful for all of the funds received from these events
and from personal donations.
Beginning Aug. 1, we will be able to resume accepting applications for assistance from Iron
County Cancer patients. Thank you to all of the folks who have helped make his possible.
The Iron County Cancer Unit is a 501© (3) non-profit all volunteer organization.
To contact the Iron County Cancer Unit, please call (906) 265-4420 or P.O. Box 45, Iron River,
MI 49935.
-s- Jolane Spoke
President
ICCU Board
Iron River
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Voting is a right
To the editor:
Voting is a right, a right fought for and kept by past veterans and the present armed forces.
Do not let anyone tell you how and who to vote for, or buy your vote.
Find out for yourself all the facts about a candidate from different sources. Match their promises
with their voting record and performance in office. Follow the money trails.
Then vote for whoever you think will do the best job serving the people and not themselves.
-s- Don Wolf
Iron River
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