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Valesano endorsed
To the editor:
The Iron County Deputy Sheriff’s Association is proud to announce its endorsement of Sheriff
Mark Valesano for the 2012 Iron County Sheriff Election. Your Iron County Sheriff’s deputies
unanimously voted to support Mark Valesano for Iron County Sheriff.
Since being appointed sheriff in 2008, Mark Valesano has demonstrated his ability to tackle
tough problems, work through the issues with sincerity, and make educated decisions. Sheriff
Valesano’s willingness to listen to all sides of an issue before making a judgment is but one
shining example of his character.

Sheriff Valesano has made staff training a priority and continues to seek training opportunities
for his deputies. The training we receive not only expands our knowledge, but it also builds
confidence, professionalism, and reduces liability to the county.
Sheriff Valesano has worked to bring tax dollars back into Iron County through seeking of grant
funds to support the Sheriff’s Office operation. Sheriff Valesano has significantly reduced the
cost associated with meals served in the correctional facility. Sheriff Valesano is offsetting the
county costs of maintaining the jail by contract housing department of corrections inmates.
The Iron County Deputy Sheriff’s Association believes in Sheriff Valesano’s mission statement,
“To make Iron County a safer place to live, work, and play” and works every day to that end.
Please join us in supporting Sheriff Mark Valesano by voting in the Aug. 7 primary election.
-s- Deputy Ryan Boehmke
President
Iron County Deputy
Sheriff’s Association

My choices
To the editor:
Aug. 7 is primary election day, and I am certain that most people realize by now. There are
some offices to be filled with a number of candidates vying to fill these positions. The area
which has piqued my interest the most is the Iron County Board of Commissioners and those
opting to fill these seats.
I have broken down the districts in numerical order so it may assist voters in knowing which
candidate is in their district and, with this being said, I will give the district number, its
geographic location, and which candidate I feel will do the best job.
In just about all cases the candidates who are victorious in the Aug. 7 primary will be, in
essence, elected and will officially take office on Jan. 1, 2013. The districts are as follows:
District 1 – city of Gaastra, Stambaugh and Iron River townships; only obvious choice here is
Wayne Wales.
District 2 – Bates Township and the northern half of the city of Iron River –Precincts 1 and 2 –
only choice here is Jim Brennan.
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District 3 – southern half of the city of Iron River, precincts 3 and 4 and the city of Caspian. The
absolute only choice here is Ray Coates, whose name will be on the ballot in District 3 as an
Independent in the Nov. 6 General Election.
District 4 – city of Crystal Falls and Mastodon Township – the only choice here is Carl Lind.
District 5 – Hematite and Crystal Falls townships – the only choice here is Bev Camp.
Find your district, and please vote for and support the candidate listed. Nothing is perfect but
the voting public has a perfect opportunity to attain and receive as close to absolute perfection,
as you will ever have the chance to get in any endeavor you may become involved in.
-s- Pat Ward
Crystal Falls

Crime still not solved
To the editor:
Our family suffered a great tragedy last summer (2011) on the second week of July. Our family
cabin on the Paint River was intentionally destroyed by an arsonist.
To this day the criminal or criminals responsible for this remain on the loose and capable of
more mayhem. To our family this loss was deep and heartfelt. As property owners we have
been good neighbors, quiet and unassuming, and it is perplexing why anybody would want to
do this.
That all being said, as taxpayers for over 40 years, we have made little or no progress in
getting this crime investigated properly. The state police tried to be helpful but summarily
shelved the investigation. The sheriff's deputies were sympathetic and tried to be helpful, but
alas nothing has moved forward.
There was a good deal of evidence and solid leads, yet as I write this letter the questions that
need to be asked have not been asked and leads have not been properly followed up on.
This is not good for Iron River, a city which thrives on the recreation business.
This crime was not shoplifting, a stolen vehicle or even burglary. This was the intentional
breaking and entering of a dwelling and summarily torching it to the ground. I stress again that
this crime is being soft-pedaled by authorities when good information that could help solve the
crime is available.
In that an election is looming for Iron County sheriff, it may be time to consider a change in
leadership if something as serious as this cannot be addressed. When crime goes unpunished it
only serves to let criminals know they can act with impunity.
We ask that anyone with even the slightest amount of information about this crime contact
authorities.
-s- Glenn Meine
Elkhorn, Wis.
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