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Too valuable
To the editor:
Some lands are just too valuable to trade and trade is what the Forest Service intends to do.
The Forest Service lands to be forfeit in the trade contain important public attractions such as
Wildcat Falls, rock outcrop features, Scott and Howe Creek, and Hardwood-Hemlock-Cedar
Forests with unique and rare old growth characteristics.
The land is located northwest of Watersmeet, west and northwesterly of County Line Lake.

And to top it off, the Forest Service would give a compensatory value of $750 per acre for lands
which are recently cut over, display no significant timber value, and would result in a net loss of
stream frontage and valuable riparian habitat.
The total compensation would be $26,000 cash and exchange the more valuable land for
undesirable.
The individual involved in the trade has stated he will cut the timber and subdivide the land.
Only 3 to 4 percent of Forest Service lands, public lands, are old growth.
Many of us believe the Environmental Assessment (EA) did not adequately consider the
recreational, economic and environmental value of the lands in question. Portions of the
exchange may be acceptable but others are just too valuable to be traded away.
Once the old growth stands and Wildcat Falls are in private hands it is unlikely the public will
ever get them back.
An on-line petition is accessible at: http://signon.org/sign/ottawa-national-forest-1?source=s.e
m.mt&amp;r_by=557980
.
To view proposed land exchange: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/project_content.php?project=276
25
Also, there is a hike planned to Wildcat Falls April 1.
Details for the hike and updates can be viewed at: http://standfortheland.com/ . Please
participate in the hike. Take a firsthand look at what the public will be losing.
Contact me for details as well (906) 265-0751.
-s- Richard Sloat
Iron River

Voters’ opportunity
To the editor:
Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2012, is primary election day. The voters in District 3 (the city of Caspian and
the southern half of the city of Iron River precincts 3 and 4) will have the opportunity to make a
much-needed change in the county government namely the Iron County Board of
Commissioners.
They are entitled to and deserve a representation on the board that has the ability to be a
people person, something that is surely lacking currently on the board. They need a
representative who can work with all of the other members of the board, the other county
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government employees, and their constituents, along with the rest of the residents of the county
as a whole.
Any perspective challengers for this office can get nominating petitions from the county clerk at
the courthouse in Crystal Falls. You will need no less than three, no more than 10 signatures on
the nominating petitions.
The signatures must be registered voters in District 3 and submitted to the county clerk by May
15. Any challenger for this office has a better than ever chance on becoming victorious on Aug.
7.
-s- Patrick Ward
Crystal Falls
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