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Land donation wanted
To the editor:
For some 50 years, there has been talk of a U.P. Michigan Veterans National Memorial
Cemetery. On Sept. 18, at the Veterans of Foreign Wars 15th District fall Meeting in South
Range, a resolution was passed to work on acquiring a National Memorial Veterans Cemetery
in the Upper Peninsula.
There are 55,000 veterans in the Upper Peninsula and Northern Wisconsin. They are under the
care of the VA Hospital in Iron Mountain. The Republic or Sagola area would be central to the
area.

The Department of Veterans Affairs, National Cemetery Administration in Washington told me
that we must acquire land and Gov. Rick Snyder’s approval before they will give us any help.
Our closest national cemetery is some 400 miles away. The one in Milwaukee is full, and the
nearest is Ft. Snelling in South Minneapolis, Minn.
There are two national cemeteries in Lower Michigan: Fort Custer in Augusta and Great Lakes
in Holly, but they are 500 miles away.
Great Lakes opened five years ago and has 16 a day coming through the gate. We have
already exceeded 10,000. There are 544 acres there with a plan for the next 50 years; 1,500
can be buried per acre with no walkways – many of our veteran’s sections in local cemeteries
are filling up.
A veteran, spouse and any children younger than age 18 may be placed there. Benefits vary
whether on active duty, disabled or length of service. Any veteran with an honorable discharge
is eligible. Once the casket or urn is brought to the gate, all of the expenses for the lot and burial
are covered by the administration.
It is good to honor those who have served and is a reminder to future generations of the
sacrifices of many for our liberty.
“We honor the dead by serving the living.”
Please join us in praying for a donation of 40 to 160 acres of land. If you know of anyone who
would like to donate land for this memorial, please let me know. It would make a great Legacy.
For more information, call the Veterans of Foreign Wars at (906) 523-4813; erliim@up.net .
-s- Rev. Elmer R. Liimatta,
National Chaplain 2010-1
Chassell

Thanks, all
To the editor:
Skylar, Rhya, and I would like to say “thank you” to everyone for helping us during this terrible
family ordeal. There are so many thank yous to the goodhearted people who donated items,
their valuable time, and who attended the benefits held for us. We feel extra special that you all
partook in two benefits for us! And the cards were overwhelming. There really are many

1/2

Readers Viewpoint 1-11-2012

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 2:43 PM - Last Updated Tuesday, January 17, 2012 2:37 PM

goodhearted people out there.
There are too many wonderful people to name here, but I would like a special mention of
Yvonne Bean, Cheryl Rhino, Riki Rouse, Cindy Rahoi, and the Stager Lake Road crew. Many
came from far away just to help. Many businesses and people donated and helped at both
benefits. There were beautiful and generous items donated.
I would like to extend another special thank you to the guys who provided the entertainment at
the second benefit… John Mastie, Paul Sundquist, the Wolak crew, and friends. The music was
excellent!
There are just too many thank yous to the special people to put into this letter, but I am hoping
you know who you are and that you are and will be in our hearts forever.
I know Chris would be amazed as we are at all the friends old and new who showed support for
his family.
-s- Sheri Skrzyniarz
Crystal Falls
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