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No handicap
accessibility
To the editor:
On Nov. 5, I took my elderly mother to watch her grandson play in the high school football
district tournament between Ishpeming and West Iron.
I however was extremely disappointed and upset at the lack of accommodations for
handicapped or elderly people to access the bleachers and football field.

The other problem is the lack of handicap parking available by the ticket gate. My mother was
very fortunate I drove her and dropped her off at the field as she would have never been able to
walk from the school where we had to park and walk the distance to the field.
The pathway to the field from the ticket sales area is very steep, no hand rails, and extremely
dangerous for anyone to walk, let alone an elderly or handicapped person.
I cannot imagine a wheelchair, scooter or other mobile device trying to go down the steep hill to
the field which could be very catastrophic.
We were very fortunate the weather was nice because rain or inclement weather would have
made it treacherous for anyone.
Iron River has a beautiful football field and complex but I hope your school and community
address the problems of accessing the field by handicapped and elderly people, because
someday someone may get seriously injured and it may cost more in lawsuits than it would to
address this issue and correct it.
All people have the right to enjoy the sport of football, but we should not have physical barriers
preventing them from enjoying the game.
-s- Susan Coffey
L’Anse

County Board
actions
questioned
To the editor:
In the last year, the new majority on the County Board of Commissioners has gone from one
controversy to another.
The Camp Batawagama issue, the ongoing millage dispute between Iron County, Caspian and
Iron River, DISCA, the senior centers, the Fair Board, the animal control officer and now the
Iron County Medical Care Facility millage.
The chairman of the Iron County Board says they are cutting the ICMCF millage from 1.5 to 1
mill, to save the taxpayers money. Yet at the same time, they are considering a 3 percent pay
raise for courthouse employees and a $5,000 increase in the undersheriff’s salary. The ICMCF
millage was overwhelmingly approved and voted in by the taxpayers of Iron County.
Questions need to be asked. Does the majority on the IC Board of Commissioners seriously
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consider the consequences of their decisions? Do they actively seek information and advice
from the county civil attorney, the prosecutor, the treasurer or the various county committees?
Or do they stick their fingers into the air to see which direction the wind is blowing?
-s- Don Wolf
Iron River
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