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Tax cuts hurt seniors
To the editor:
On April 28, a vote was taken in the Michigan House of Representatives on a bill promoted by
Governor Snyder and a host of Republican representatives that slashes business taxes while
raising taxes on retirees, the working poor and other individual taxpayers. The bill passed, on a
56-53 vote. Western U.P representatives Matt Huuki and Ed McBroom both voted in favor of the
bill.
This bill proposes to cut taxes on corporations by $1.73 billion. How would the state make up
this $1.73 billion tax cut for corporations? The money would come from a series of cuts to the
poor, senior citizens and pensioners.

Specifically, the bill would end the personal exemption of $2,300 for seniors, end the exemption
of the first $10,000 of investment income for seniors and end the senior Homestead Property
Tax Credit. It would also impose new taxes on all pensioners below age 67. According to the
lieutenant governor, tax rates under this bill would:
--increase 420 percent for seniors with qualifying pensions;
-- increase 40 percent for seniors without qualifying pensions;
-- increase 6 percent for non-seniors;
--decrease 72 percent for pass-through businesses without tax credits; and
--decrease 58 percent for C-corporations.
What this bill really represents is a massive shift in the burden of funding our government –
away from corporations and toward seniors and the working poor. It’s yet another blow to the
struggling middle class, and Reps. Huuki and McBroom did their part to make sure it passed.
The governor and his GOP counterparts in the House believe that giving corporations a huge
tax cut will “encourage” them to create new jobs for Michigan citizens, yet there is nothing in the
bill that would require that even ONE new job be created here. More likely, corporations will
take the savings and just create new jobs overseas, where wages are lower, as many of them
have been doing for years now.
This bill now goes to the Senate for consideration, with a vote to be held in the coming weeks.
Readers who have an opinion on the bill are urged to contact State Sen. Tom Casperson, who
will have an opportunity to vote on it soon. And if you have an opinion on how Reps. Huuki and
McBroom voted on the bill in the House, you may want to let them know that also.
-s- Robert Evans
Iron River

Smoke-free success
To the editor:
Michigan has just celebrated more than one year of all public workplaces in the state –
including bars and restaurants – being smoke free!
As the tobacco prevention coordinator for the Dickinson-Iron District Health Department, I’ve
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seen firsthand the success of this law. It has shown an immediate positive effect on the health
of Michigan workers.
In the Michigan Secondhand Smoke Exposure Study, conducted by the Michigan Department
of Community Health, significant decreases were shown in six reported respiratory symptoms
after the state’s smoke-free law went into effect.
According to the study, employees at bars have reported significant improvements in their
health. Participants showed significant decreases in allergic symptoms, wheezing, shortness of
breath, phlegm production, day time cough and morning cough.
Smoke-free air laws clear the air for workers and we are seeing that Michigan workers are now
healthier than they were a year ago.
Furthermore, Michigan is now keeping pace with the rest of the country. Recently, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report predicted that all 50
states will be covered by smoke-free air laws by the year 2020.
After one year, I can say that Michigan is now a healthier place for employees.
-s- Kelly Rumpf,
Health educator
Dickinson-Iron District
Health Department
Kingsford
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